Great Lakes Guided Outdoors Pre-Trip Information

Introduction
Thank you for booking your trip with Great Lakes Guided Outdoors (GLGO).
As party leader it is your responsibility to share this information with the rest
of your group. It is always our goal and is of utmost importance to us to
provide you with the outdoor experience of a lifetime! Please read this letter
carefully as it contains many details and crucial information to help prepare
you for your trip.
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About Great Lakes Guided Outdoors
Great Lakes Guided Outdoors was created by Conner Gough in 2020.
GLGO was created to share his passion for the great outdoors, the interactions
with nature, the opportunity to pass the lifestyle we pursue on to the next
generation, and the ability to meet and build relationships with so many
incredible people.

Guided Programs
GLGO currently offers guided trips for turkey and waterfowl hunts.

Payment, Rates and Cancellation Policy

Trip (April-June Turkey Hunts)

North Camp- West Branch, MI
Guided turkey hunt, 3 days
(Meals and lodging are included)

Central Camp- Birch Run, MI
Guided turkey hunt, 3 days
(Meals and lodging not included)

West Camp- Big Rapids, MI
Guided turkey hunt, 3 days
(Meals and lodging not included)

South Camp- Adrian, MI
Self-guided turkey hunt, 3 days
(Meals and lodging not included)

A 50% deposit secures your trip’s dates and guide. Your date is NOT reserved until your deposit has
been received. When sending a deposit, please utilize the “Book Your Hunt” tab on our site or contact
us directly for help. Checks can be made out and mailed to “Great Lakes Guided Outdoors, LLC”. Please
contact Conner to be made aware of the address to mail your checks to as this may change seasonally.
Thank you for your understanding.

Your remaining balance, if booked through the site, will deduct the day prior to your scheduled hunt date from
the same card as used to create the original reservation.



Tipping

Gratuity is NOT included in hunt pricing. Tips are never expected, but always appreciated.

Within the hunting industry, a 20-30% tip is considered standard of a job well done. Overall, it is good to
know that tips are customary and very much appreciated by any guide who is working hard to make your
experience the best it could possibly be.

Cancellations

GLGO reserves the right to cancel or reschedule any trip due to adverse weather or condition, we do not
cancel for rainy days. Rescheduling must occur no less than 30 days prior to your hunt or you will lose your
deposit. Trips canceled within 30 days of the scheduled hunt date will be charged for the services scheduled to
be provided. Should GLGO decide to cancel your trip, your deposit will be applied to another available date of
your choosing. Deposits will not be refunded. If you cancel your trip for any reason your deposit will be
forfeited. All cancellations must be made in writing via your guide’s email address,
greatlakesguidedoutdoors@gmail.com.

***Cancellation policy is strictly adhered to.***

Hunt Itinerary

Please arrive at the lodge the evening before your hunt, and eat before arriving or bring a meal for this
night if possible. If you would like a meal, please request this to Conner at least two weeks prior to your
arrival date. Please plan to arrive between 2:00-5:00 PM as we will be scouting for your morning hunt
and roosting birds in the afternoons. Your first hunt will begin the morning after your arrival, your guide
will assign a time before you retire for the night. A handheld meal and coffee will be provided to you on
the way out the door. Guided hunters will be paired with a proficient and professional guide for your
stay and hunts with us. Self guided hunters will have plenty of instruction as far as timing and location
of their hunts and properties go and will be responsible for transportation to/from their hunting locations.
We normally will hunt as much as you are comfortable with. However, if the temperature is high or birds
are not responsive or moving much, we may suggest heading back to rest at the lodge for a while around
midday. We will prepare your first large meal sometime in the late morning or early afternoon depending
on the hunting conditions and schedule. At the guide’s suggestion we will plan to hunt the evening based
on what has been seen while scouting recently or can take some time to find a responsive gobbler
midday. Afternoon hunts can be very productive, but it is also important to remember to find time to
roost a gobbler for the next morning if necessary. A proper meal will be prepared after the afternoon
hunt, food, drinks and conversations will be shared. The second day and third day of hunting if needed
will proceed in similar fashion to day one.

After harvesting, we look forward to documenting the memory with cameras, and can assist in cleaning
your gobbler. Please treat the lodge as your own, and respect the property and its contents. Jeff has
been extremely generous in sharing his property and lodge with the Great Lakes Guided Outdoors team,
and we intend on keeping it all in great shape. Please be sure to take all of your belongings on the way
out, and we will count down the days until you return again!



Lodging
North Cam

We have a beautiful lodge that we rent during turkey season. This being said, please remain respectful of the

property while you are enjoying your stay. If you would like to see the outside/inside of the lodge, please
contact Conner Gough.

Central Camp
Hampton Inn America’s Best Value Inn
12130 Tiffany Blvd 9235 Birch Run Rd
Birch Run, MI 48415 Birch Run, MI 48415
(989) 624-2500 (989) 624-4440
Holiday Inn
12150 Dixie Hwy

Birch Run, MI 48415
(989) 624-9300

West Camp

Hampton Inn Big Rapids Super 8- Big Rapids
15320 Waldron Way 845 Water Tower Rd
Big Rapids, MI 49307 Big Rapids, MI 49307
(231) 527-7333 (231) 796-1588

South Camp

Carleton Lodge Hotel
1629 W. Maumee St
Adrian, MI 49221
(517) 263-7000

For additional lodging recommendations or special circumstances, please call us at 989-387-0952.

Lodge Arrival and Location

Please plan to arrive at the lodge around 2:00-5:00 pm the night before your hunt begins. This will ensure you
have the time to settle in and be well rested before your first morning. Contact Conner for directions and lodge
location. For now, you can use “West Branch, MI” for general reference and approximate travel time. We
recommend eating before arrival, however if a meal is needed, please allow plenty of heads up so we are able
to accommodate.

Emergency/Contingency Plans
In the event of an emergency or other circumstance that prevents you from reaching the meeting place on time,
please contact your assigned guide immediately at (989)387-0952. If another number was assigned as your



guide for the day, please contact them.

Flight/Airport Recommendations

Most hunters traveling from out of state will fly into Detroit (DTW) or Flint Bishop (FNT) international
airports. Cost of flights in and out of Detroit are normally cheaper, however this will add about 45 minutes of
drive time versus arriving at FNT. We do advise reserving a rental car to travel to the lodge.

Weather
Michigan weather can be unpredictable and quickly change from one extreme to another. Your guide is well
aware of the weather conditions and the impacts they have on where you will be hunting. Please dress
according to the weather conditions of your hunt.

Clothing

In the spring, your primary concern should be staying comfortable while ensuring you stay warm and dry (or
cool later in the season) while hunting in different conditions. In April, it is not uncommon to see
temperatures near or below freezing, while late May and June can see temperatures in excess of 80°. Please
wear muck style or hunting boots and appropriate layers. Remember, you can always take layers off. Staying
hidden is also a concern with clothing choice so please dress in natural colors and leave the bright colors at
home.

What to Bring
Your guide will supply you with blinds (if necessary), decoys, and calling. As a professional outfitter, we run a
specific program as the proper equipment can make a big difference at the end of the day. We understand each

hunter has their own preference, if you have a suggestion or way we can better accommodate you, please let us
know.

Mandatory

- Valid Michigan Base hunting License ($151/Non-resident, $11/MI resident) and proper turkey license
($15) for your correct season and unit.

(Please contact Conner for more information regarding whether your tag will be purchased over the
counter or during the application period {application period is January 1-February I before your
hunt date.}.)

- Shotgun and appropriate ammunition. (We recommend Boss Shotshells BOSS Tom.)

Please be sure to pattern your shotgun, choke and ammunition combination. This is crucial
for an ethical harvest!
- Camo Gear, face mask, gloves, and hat
- Rain gear and muck/hunting boots

Highly Recommended

- Snacks and Drinks
- Change of clothes/shoes after the hunt.

Please keep in mind that while our guide vehicles can comfortably accommodate hunters and guides,
there is a limited amount of storage space. Please keep extra items to a minimum. Thank you for your
understanding.



Food and Beverages
Please be prepared to pack snacks and drinks in your blind bag. Alcoholic beverages or drugs of any kind
will not be tolerated before or during the entirety of your hunt.

Missed/Wounded Turkeys

GLGO guides work extremely hard to put you on a turkey hunt you won’t soon forget, however, even
more importantly is a clean and efficient kill of our bounty. It is critical you understand your firearm’s
capability with your choke and shell combination. There will be a $1,000 penalty for a missed or wounded
bird. This money will go to the property owner, as we are responsible for each opportunity on someone’s
property as well as the increased expenses due to the lengthened hunt. If you have questions regarding
setting up your firearm for your hunt, please contact Conner and he would be happy to help.

In Conclusion

Thank you again for booking with Great Lakes Guided Outdoors. We look forward to having you out in the
field with us. Please don’t hesitate to contact us at (989)387-0952 or greatlakesguidedoutdoors@gmail.com
with any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Conner Gough and the Great Lakes Guided Outdoors Team



